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me in clear day, I cannot be made to believe that he is not there; but we may, as we please, do him a kind or an unkind deed. We speak harshly to him ; but we are con-scions that we might have spoken pleasantly. If I receive ten pounds, and again other ten pounds, I know that I have received twenty, and there is no choice left me; but I know also that I may spend this money in paying my debts or on sinful pleasures, and here there are purpose and preference.
But is this choice of mine determined by causes acting above the will and independent of the will ? 1 reply that there is no proof that it is so. It is often said that the will is always swayed by motives; in fact by the strongest motive. But the language is ambiguous. It may be a mere truism, that what sways the will does sway the will, for by my motive is simply meant what sways the will. Or it may mean what is not proven, what I believe not to be true. By motive may be meant a power or powers out of the will acting independently of it. I hold that in all motive there is a concurrence, or rather a consent of the will. Till this is given, there can scarcely be said to be a motive; there is simply incentive or temptation. The man, it is said, was swayed by the love of money in doing a dishonest act, and it is affirmed that the love of money was the motive. But over many the love of money has no power, or no such power. The power is given to it as a motive by the will, by a long succession of acts, it may be creating an appetence, and, above all, by a present act, clinging to the money.
We must distinguish, in the motive, that which is independent of the will and that which has the concurrence of the will. For the former we are not responsible, always excepting so far as we may have produced it by